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After congratulating tie Jut 
cautioning them against being f 


At the close of District-Attorney Garvin’s argument 
the Court took a recess for half an hour. Upon reassem¬ 
bling, at 2 o’clock. Recorder Haokett occupied fifty-five 
minutes in delivering th© charge to the jury: 

on the termination of their labors, and 
against beingfinfluenced by anything but the evidence, 
he referred to the employment »f private counsel by the pros ecution as 
something usual in all great casep, fating precedents, He tjSES examined 
'the question of insanity, charging 

f That if the evidence left his sanity in doubt he should be acquitted; if 
the jury cannot say beyond a doubt that the defendant was sane at the 
time or the deed they must acquit him; if they entertain a reasonable 
‘doubt of hiteguilt they must acquit 

If the jury believe that, at the very time of the commission of the act 
Alleged against him, from causes operating for a considerable length of 
tiw»> beforehand, or recently, or suddenly occurring, the defendant was 
•mentally uncoascisas of the nature of the act in which he was engaged, he 
was and is legally irresponsible for it. 

-If from the whole evidence the jury believe that fire defendant com¬ 
mitted the act, but at the time of doing so was under the influence of a 
diseased mind, mid was really unconscious that he was committing a 
crime, he is not in law guilty or murder. 

And it must be borne in mind that the moral, as well as the imteUee 
tual faculties, may be so disordered by disease as to deprive the mind of 
Its controlling and directing powers 

That to make (the prisoner responsible for the act charged upon him, 
file jury must not only be satisfied that he was aware of what he did, 
at the time of doing it, but that he was not morally insane in reference 
to the deceased, o» the act which he is charged with perpetrating upon 
the deceased. . 

That the law holds no no one responsible for his act, where his mind 
was ae diseased at the time of his act as to be without reason, conscience, 
and will,and where from such causes the party accused was an involuntary 
instrument of such a disease, and incapable of refraining from the commis¬ 
sion of the act. 

If the proof shows that the mind of the accused was in a diseased and 
unsound state, the question will be whether the disease existed to so high 
a degree that, for the time being, it overwhelmed the reason, conscience, 
and judgment; and whether the prisoner, in committing the homicide, 
acted from an irresistible and uncontrollable impulse; if so, then the act 


was not the act of a voluntary agent, hut the involuntary act of the body 
without the concurrence of a mind directing it. 

As to the (alleged) shooting < >f the deceased by the defendant on 
f March 13 , 1867 , that cannot be taken by the jury as evidence of malice, 
unless the prosecution have satisfi d them by proof beyond all reasonable 
doubt that the shooting was feloni ms. 

The counsel for the defense has stated in your hearing 
Chat several times, in kindred eases, he has been called 


you, gentL^ w , —~ -- —-- 

entrance into the jury-box. You are not to uphold nor 
to prostrate the marriage relation by your verdict. 
Fourierism, free love, or sentimentalism on the one 
band; and moral reflections upon the conduct of the 
deceased man or living woman upon the other hand, are 
not legitimately to affect your verdict. Some of you 
might arrive at the conclusion upon some of the ex¬ 
traneous matters that have been foisted into this case, 
that Richardson was the demon whom counsel for the 
defense describe him to have been, and others of you 
might arrive at a conclusion that the fact of Richardson 
ana Mrs. McFarland both desiring a divorce and a 
marriage was proof that no criminality existed between 
them down to the time of the homicide. Yet, either con¬ 
clusion would be foreign to your duty—your sworn and 
solemn duty—your duty to the public and respect for due 
course of law and order, as well as your duty to the 
ecusecL Unsworn men, not clothed with the solemnity 
f jurors’ oaths, and interpreting a worldly code, may 
ay that he who seduces the wife of another ought to be 
killed, or that he who does so upholds the marriage rela¬ 
tion. But judges and jurors must interpret the strict 
legal code—a code that to swerve even a hair’s breath 
from is often as fatal to human society as the slightest 
variation of the mariner’s compass is sometimes fatal to 
the ship and her passengers, whose safety depends on 
the unswerving integrity of the magnetic needle. And 
in interpreting that code-the inflexible rule of jurors 
should be that the aggrieved husband, or father, or rela¬ 
tive, who takes the correction of wrongs into his own 
hands with pistol or knife, and is not m a state of in¬ 
sanity when he did the correction, is not to be acquitted 
because it is the duty of any man to uphold the sanctity 
of the marriage tie unassisted by legal procedure. When 
the prisoner brought his suit against Richardson he was 
within law. When he became executioner he took the 
law into his own ba-nfla. If he took this law into his own 
hands in a state of sanity and with malice, however sen¬ 
timent for the living prisoner may applaud the act, he is 
guilty of felonious tHili-nfa . If, in a state of insanity, 
however much sentiment m favor of the dead might rep¬ 
rehend the act, or all persons reprehend the wrong done 
the Btate by killing its citizen 
not guiltyv 
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XUiO lUOlOi-awvMiy - -- --~~ 

jXiike aU pjbople who are Ignorant and at the name time 
Ldolent, the New-Mexieans are inclined to rely very 
uch upon: superhuman aid, and to attribute waut of 


lecess to some umayorable supernatural agency, 
iarly every department s industry is* supposed to be 
ider the control of sospepatron sa int, who in his life¬ 
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old-board and landside. The attac, 

;h, is the solitary hand! 
nd of a long pole into 


Iproper len. 
t frame the 
ie handle a 
id the plo 
I long enou 
[y a thong 


occasions of 
wness of the 
,y of supplica¬ 
te are repeated, 
.ble those em- 
e made entirely 
ile construction, 
hes square is cut 
as to include the 
irveasa handle. 
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d the nondescript base of the implement, 
is done. The pole which serves as a beam 
to reach to the yoke, where it is secured 
of rawMde. With tMs implement it is, of 
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, „ „_ _ __ apl< 

)urse, impossible to do anything more than scratch the 
lirface of thfe ground. But the soil being alluvial and 
loft, the roots of the grain strike down into it readily,the 
bjeot of plowing being merely to cover the seed, and not 
lo loosen the earth beneath. The seed is dropped from 
each furrow, and is siipnosedito be covered 
the next round. But in reality the cover- 
is chiefly effected by the irrigation wMch 
follows. It is stated that American plows 
ad in New-Mexico, but with disastrous re- 
aiMj, ixo vimj broke up a sort ©f hardpan wMeh lies a , 
lort distance below the surface, and left the ground in 
le condition of a seive, through wMch the water soaked 1 
3 , and left the surface without moisture. 


rould stir the surface better 
:eep down the Weeds. T M 

The principal crops raised are Indian corn, wheat, ana 
eans. The yield is fair, but not in proportion to the rich- 
lcss of the soil, wMch does * not become exhausted, ow- 
s to the constant addition of organic matter brought 

' - J in irrigating. For some unexplained 

Able to raise potatoes, the vines grow- 
.tly, but producing no tubers. I have 
laid, twenty cents a pound in silver for a few potatoes 
irought from Chihuahua, and sold as a rare luxury, 
'rapes attain to g*eat perfection, as might be expected 
x such a climate. I tMnk I have never tasted any else- 
here which possessed so much body. Considerable 
ne is made, which has the riehness and body of port, 
th the delicate flavor of the sweet Hungarian wines. 
L ne manufacture of Wa wine shows a considerable fer- 
ility of resource on pie part of the natives. The grapes 
P re bruised in a wooden, trough hy means of a heavy 
lock of wood attached to the end of a spring-pole, and 
aade to play up and down by a man wbo sits astride the 
>ole and “ teeters.” Barrels being very scarce and ex¬ 
pensive, an ingenious substitute is employed. Four stout 
sticks, about three feet in length, are lashed together 
with raw hide, so as to form a square frame. Thisis sup¬ 
ported at each corner by*ja crotch driven into the ground. 
The next step is to take the fresh hide of a beef, and 
having trimmed around the edges to sew the latter firmly 
to the frame with things of raw Mde. As the hide 
stretches it forms a large pouch, wMch hangs suspended 
from the frame. The cover is composed of sticks placed 
closely together, upon which straw is laid, and the whole 
covered with three or four inches of earth. All tMs 
trouble is taken to save a few feet of boards, sawed lum¬ 
ber being exceedingly scarce and difficult to obtain. 
These pouches may be used year after year, and do not 
seeth to impart any unpleasant flavor to the wine. 

Kude as are the plows already described, they are not 
ore so than other agricultur al^i mplem^fe^The carts, 
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Acquittals on the Ground of Insanity. 
—The citizens of New York are petitioning 
Governor Hoffman, to place McFarland un¬ 
der the restraints of an Insane Hospital, on 
account of the evidence of his insanity given 
in defence at his trial. They seem to argue 
that when a man charged with murder 
pleads unsoundness of mind, to free him 
from accountability to the law, for the kill¬ 
ing of his victim, that he should be taken at 
his word, and be placed in such custody as 
will protect others against the repetition of 
such insane acts. This is logical enough; 
but why not provide by law for such cases ? 
Here, in Pennsylvania, wo have made 
some wholesome progress in jUiis direction. 
The insanity plea was rather overdone 
here as well as in New York, but, at the in¬ 
stance of the Medical Faculty, the Superin¬ 
tendents of our Insane Hospitals, and some 
other citizens who had studied the subject, 
our Legislature, in 1809, reformed the Jayjr 
applicable to suQh cases. The act then 
passed jcu&vidbs that whenever any person 
^ Acquitted of homicide or attempted homi¬ 
cide, on the ground of insanity, the jury 
shall declare that fact in their verdict, and 
the Court shall order the prisoner to be 
committed to and detained in some place of 
confinement for treatment and safe keeping, 
from which he or she shall not be discharged 
for at least three months, and not then un¬ 
less in the unanimous opinion of the Super- 
intendentand Managers of the hospital, and 
Xhe Court which tried the case, the prisoner 
has recovered and may be safely set at large. 
In cases of acquittal on charges for inferior 
grades of crime, the prisoners are to be con¬ 
fined, under treatment, for at least three 
lonths, and not then to be discharged un¬ 
less entirely recovered. / 8 *70 • 






r S. Richardson, the" iugmve wiu, 
to weigh the mountain of sorrow that 
rolled lover that poor woman’s soul, 
e long yea’s of hopeless agony, 
fiery ordeal of a public trial in 
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fiis sentence was the key note to the whole 
ress; the points of which were that Mc- 
lami ought to have been sent to the Luna- 
Vsylum, and that the divorce laws of the 
;e of New Yo^k ought to be so amended as 
revent such men from having power or 
trol over such wives in future. She coa¬ 
led by urging upon her hearers to prepare 
tions to that eqject, to be submitted to the 
t Legislature, 
response to thdAppeal of General Jordan 
[clothing and other comforts for the desti- 
famiiies of the Cut an patriots, a number 
idies met in Association Hall this moiHing, 
[constituted themselves a Relief Committee 
bceive the donations of all who are dis- 
}d ta con tribute. Medicines and provisions, 
(ell as other necessities, are solicited, 
le newest Cuban sensation is that the 
ber George B. Up torn which sailed from 
[port on Saturday last, lias a commission 
the Junta here, as a regular man-of-war. 
|.s said to have a lull complement of offi- 
ind some two hundred fighting men, be- 
afuil supply of ammunition, shells, <fce. 
fere are scores of housed and parts ol 
}es in the suburbs of Brooklyn, to let or 
I,ale, and at prices from wenty-five to 
ly-five per cent, lower than were asked be- 
jthe first of May. In Hoboken, also, the 
rings of the same description!^ property 
inusually large. 

iv. Dr. Ewer, of Christ Churchy sails fo» 
[land next week. As Dr. E. is ap.the head 
[hat is called the advanced ritualists, the 
[rt is, that he is going thither in pursuit ol 
h novelties with which to startle tft^e low- 
tchmen on the Fifth avenue, when he 
bs back in the fall. 

pan named Guimares, said to be the agent 
b Janeiro, 'of Messrs. Wheeler & Wilson, 

“ is mornimr. 


Fbookj only^ dating ~DacK as iar as April 20, j 
I 1869, which stands inconveniently in the way : 
! of the application for his discharge. It reads ; 
thus: y 

Sec. 4 —Whenever any person is acquitted 
in a criminal suit on the ground of insanity, 
the jury shall declare this fact in their verdict, 
and the court shall order the prisoner to be 
committed to som© plac© of confinement tor 
safe keeping or treatment, there to be retained 
until be may he discharged in the manner pro¬ 
vided in the next section. 

13 EC. 5.-1/ after a confinement of three months 
duration, any law judge shall be satisfied by 
the evidence presented to him. that the pris¬ 
oner has recovered, aDd that the paroxysm of 
insanity in which the criminal act was com¬ 
mitted was the first and only one he had ever 
experienced, he may order his unconditional 
discharge. If, however, it shall appear that 
i such paroxysm of insanity was preceded by at 
least one other, then the court may in its dis- 
i cretion, appoint a guardian of his person, and 
i to him commit the care of the prisoner, said 
| guardian giving bonds for any damages his 
I ward may commit. 

Provided always, that in ease of homicide or at - 
\ tempted homicide , the prisoner shall not be dis- 
\ charged, unless in the unanimous opinion of 
[ the superintendent and the managers of the 
hospital, and the court before which he or she 
P ^vas tried, he or she has recovered, and is safe 
L TO EE AT LiABGE. 

L The ease\will be disposed of by the Court 
j, next Saturday, and, of course, m'accordance 
with this judicious.law. \ 



„ Established for the last Forty Years. Advanoe? 
t&de in large amounts at the lowest market rate* 
~*g|gn Connection with any other Office in this O'trf j 


IHE PRINCIPAL MONEY ESTABLISH¬ 
MENT, 8. E. Corner of Sixth and Race Streets. 
[Liberal Cash Advances made on Gold and Silver 
/late, Diamonds, Watches, Jewelry, Merchadnise ge¬ 
nerally , and on all articles of value, for any length ol 
[ime agreed on Charges less than any similar estab- 
[shment in this city. „ , . , . , 

This being the Oldest Establishment m the City. 

AT PRIVATE SALE. 

Fine Gold Hunting American Patent Lever Watches, 
If the most approved a.ud bo*t makers. Fine Golc 
limiting Case, Double Ca^e, Double Bottom, English 
patent Lever Watches, n ade by Tobias, Johnson. 
Itodart, Robinson and other approved makers. Fint 
Irold Hunting Case and Open F ce Anchor Level 
r atches, in rich Engraved, Engine Turn-d, Plain an^ 
f’ancy Cases. Fine Gold Lepine Watches, in rich Hunt 
lig Cases, ©-pen face and others Fine Gold and Diamon 
EVatches in Hunting Cases. , _ „ 

| Silver American Lever Watches, m Heavy Huntin 
ases and open face, of all the bestmakers. 

1 Silver English Watches in Heavy Hunting Cases a» 
Ipen faces, of all tbe most approved and best makers 
Jilver Swiss Lever Watches, best makers, in Huntin 
Ijase and open face. . , , „ 

Silver Lepine Watches, of every variety, in Hunting 
3ases and open face. Silver English, Swiss and Frenob 
Vatches of every variety. _ . 

Fine Gold Chains, Breast Pins, Ear-rings, Finger- 
rings, Studs, Sleeve Buttons, Jewelry generally. 

Fine Diamonds— Ear-rings, Breast Pins, Finger- 
rings, Studs. &c. 

Precious Stones, Gold and Silver Plate, 
uns, Pistols, and othe- valuable goods. _ 


~M. MEAGHER & OO., 

223 South Sixteenth St. 

Wholesale and Retail Provision Dealers. 

Terrapins and Oysters for Family use. 
|e5-lm§ 
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The Menial Condition oj Landis _On Mon¬ 

day next Judge Heed will Hold an adjourned 
session of the Cumberland county Courts, 
for the purpose of instituting an inquiry 
Into the state or the mind of Charles K. Laii- 
Idls, with the view of ascertaining whether 
or net he is a fit subject to be at large. The 
statute of the State of New Jersey on this 
point is to the effect, that when a person 
shall have escaped indictment, or been ac¬ 
quitted of a criminal charge upon trial, on 
the ground of insanity, or otherwise, the 
court shall ascertain whether his insanity 
in any degree continues, and if it does, shall 
order him in safe custody, and to be sent to 
the asylum. The county from which he is 
sent shall defray all his expenses while there, 
and of sending him back If returned, but the 
county may recover the amount so paid 
from his own estate, if he have any, or from 
any relative, township, city or couDtythat 
would have been bound to provide for and 
maintain him elsewhere. If the prisoner 
shall appear to be Insane, the Judge of the 
Circuit Court of the county shall Institute a 
careful investigation, call two respectable 
physicians and other credible witnesses, in¬ 
vite the prosecutor of the pleas to aid in the 
examination, and, if necessary, to compel 
the attendance ef witnesses and jurors ; and 
if it is satisfactory proved that he is in¬ 
sane, said Jndge may order his safe custody 
and removal to the asylum, where he shall 
remain until restored to his mind, 
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1. O. O. F.—IMPROVE .ME] 

I/. ? Improving,—The Members of Ini| 
Lodge, No. 844, are requested to meet at 
Norris and Sepviva streets, on THU Its?] 
NING,Feb. 10th, at 7 o’clock, sharp, to 
bian Lodge, No. 36, a friendly visit. Yil 
thers fmm Sister Lodges are cordiallyl 
meet with us. There will be music in thl 
*76 At test-O. A. SOLD Lit, 

WEST PHILADELPHIA LO| 

_ 572, I. (J. of O. F.—Members, 

Lodge TO-NIGHT. Important. 

nf"^=» NOTICE! OFFICERS AND 
UL_? of Progressive Couneil No. 109 0| 
The meetings of the Council will be 
Wednesday evening, in lioom No 6 U. 
Instead of Thursday, as heretofore. By ol 
Council. W.M. TOPPIN, 0 


ARTISANS 5 ORDER OF MUTI 
IJLj? tection.—The M. E. A6somblyiBnj 
sion at Lewar’s Hall, S. E. corner Ninth q 
Garden. Evening cession TO-NIGHT, 
of the Order, with Regalia, are respectful! 

JOHN McMUl 
*540 Most Excellent R| 

GOOD SAM A RIT ANS AND DAI 

_of Samaria of Temperance.—'Hie I 

Session of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylva| 
held THIS EVENING, at 1363 Ridge at 
order of 

FRANCIS ZERMAN.M. D., W. G| 
ALEXANDER MOORE, W. Gr. Sec’y.| 

SKATING C L U B.-MEETlj 
LL^ EVENING, 1822 Arch street. 

*72 WM. R. TUCKER, SI 


















Tne - nrst greatf 
cardinal rule Is this, every person is pre*< 
sumed to be sane and to possess a sufficient 
degree of reason to be responsible for hiss 
crime until the contrary sball be proven to 
he entire satisfaction of the jury. The J ad go 
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emotional Insanity. —At a recent meting of the 
f New York Mcclico-Legal Society, David Dudley Field 
Esq., in discoursing upon “Emotional Insanity,” con¬ 
cluded as follows:— 

Children under tlie age of discretion, idiots and 
imbeciles are not within the discipline of criminal law. 

The mental unsoundness of other persons, commonly 
designated as insanity or mania, is in itself, or is at¬ 
tended by, disease of the brain, so that no heat of 
mere passion, and no degree of mere frenzy, can in 
any just sense be pronounced insanity by either of the 
professions. 

That neither perceptional nor emotional insanity by 
itself, nor both together, can be accepted as excuse for 
criminal responsibility. 

That intellectual*mjprolitional insanity absolves from 
criminal responsibility when, and only when, the 
reason has lost either the power of choice or the power 
of controlling the will. 

That in every case of acquittal on the ground of 
insanity, the defendant should be forthwith placed in 
a lunatic asylum, and there kept until it is proved that 
he is restored to such a state of sanity as to remove all 
apprehension of a recurrence of the disease. 

That the present gradation of punishments is un¬ 
suited to the present condition of medical learning, 
and a change is required which shall make the law 
punish not only according to the harmfulness of the 
outward act, but according to the quality of the in¬ 
ward spring of action. 


Books/Received. 

Chemistry, Medical a&d Pharmaceutical, includ¬ 
ing Chemistry of the IT. fe. Pharmacopoeia, &c. &c. By 
Johk Attfield, Ph. D.|F.C.S., Prof. Pract. Chem. to 
Pharm. Soc. Great Britain. Fifth ed. Phila.: H. C. 
Lea. 1873. 

Introduction to the StOdy of Clinical Medicine, 
&c. By Octavius STuiiGES, M.D., Cantab. Phila.: 
H. C. Lea. 1873. 

On the Treatment of Diseases of the Skin, &g. 
By Dr. McCall Ander^w, Prof. Pract. Med., Ander¬ 
son University. Phila. : H. C. Lea. 1873. 
Clinical Reports from Private Practice. By 
John Claiborne, A.M.I M.D., etc. Petersburg, Va, 
1873. 

Contributions to Practical Surgery. By Geo, 
W. Norris, M.D., late Surg. to Penn. Hosp. Phila.: 
Lindsay & Blakiston. 1873. 

Pharmaceutical Lexicon. A Dictionary of Pharma¬ 
ceutical Science, &c. By H. V. SWERINGEN. Phila. : 
Lindsay & Blakiston. 1873. 
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Education of Mtdwives in Russia.— l 1 he Kussian 
government has established the following course of 
study for mid wives :— 

First year .—Normal anatomy, including histology 
of the normal tissues ; physics, expounded in their ap¬ 
plication to the physiology of health and disease, and 
the hygiene of women and children; botany, with 
reference to materia medica and pharmacy; and 
anatomy, especially with reference to women and 
children. 

Second year. — Physiology, medicine, chemistry, 
pathology, methods of investigating disease, pharma¬ 
cy, and dispensing. Physiology and pathology shall 
have special reference to the organization of women 
and children, pregnancy, and the history of develop¬ 
ment. Pharmacy is to have special attention devoted 
to it, as female students will be under the necessity of 
mixing their own medicines in villages where only 
small druggists exist. 

Third year .—Pathological anatomy, histology, mid¬ 
wifery, the teaching of diseases of women and chil¬ 
dren will be taught clinically from the beginning. 
Clinical instruction is confined to the most frequent 
forms of disease. In the surgical elinique , the pupils 
ought to make themselves acquainted with fractures 
and dislocations, wounds, and the art of bandaging. 
The study of nervous diseases and those of the eyes is 
important ; the first with regard to the ailments of 
women (gynaecology), and the last to those of chil¬ 
dren. 

Fourth year .—Operations in midwifery. General 
practice in midwifery, hygiene, clinical instruction in 
diseases of women and children, syphilitic and skin 
diseases. Operative midwifery must include the use of 
forceps, turning, etc., with practical training of the 
students. The duty of an expert in midwifery is con¬ 
fined to the explanation of forensic medicine, referring 
to the female sex and their offspring: e.g., questions 
relating to virginity, seduction, pregnancy, miscarriage, 
the capacity of life of the foetus, the viability of the 
child at time of birth, etc. Hygiene is to be studied 
principally with regard to the health of the child after 
birth, and of the woman during the periods of devel¬ 
opment, pregnancy and parturition, and after the ces¬ 
sation of the menses. 

Each yearly course lasts eight months, beginning in 
September and ending in May. The number of lec¬ 
tures may not consist of less than three a day. 

From the establishment of this course of instruction 
the Russian government anticipate the following re¬ 
sults : 1, The lives of many women in childbirth will 
lie saved which are lost in Russia from inadequate 
medical attendance; 2. The lives of many children 

and people of all ages will be preserved among the 
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SANITY AFTER ACQUITTAL. 

From the N. Y. Journal of Commerce . 

A commission of experts appointed to ex¬ 
amine the mental condition of Landis (lately 
acquitted of the charge of murder 
on the ground of insanity) have 
pronounced him sane, and he has been 
discharged from the lunatic asylum. No 
one questions the correctness of their deci¬ 
sion. No one doubts, either, the conclusion 
arrived at by Dr. Ordronaux, Commissioner 
of Lunacy of this State, and an associate 
expert, -who have found Scannel, ^hose' case 
all through strongly resembled that of Lan¬ 
dis, -wholly in his right mind. The public 
fully recognize the capacity of these gentle¬ 
men to judge wisely in matters to which 
they have given years of study, and 
their action will not be censured, how¬ 
ever much it may be thought that 
justice has been cheated out of her dues. If 
these commissions of persons learned in men¬ 
tal disease are accepted as the best judges of 
the sanity or insanity of a man after he has 
been cleared of the charge of murder by an 
ordinary jury, why should they not be-taken 
as the proper tribunal before whom the plea 
of insanity should be tried. There can be no 
doubt that stricter justice would be done by 
such a course if it were possible of adoption 
—as it is not, under the constitutional guar¬ 
antee of trial by jury. The “palladium of 
our liberties” must be preserved, the people 
would say, although by submitting the ques¬ 
tion of insanity to twelve men who know 
nothing of the true indications of that 
disease, murderers by the score avoid 
punisment. It will remain forever, 
perhaps, one of the incongruities of 
our laws that the judgment of a com¬ 
mission of experts may be summoned by the 
Supreme Court, and accepted as final, to de¬ 
termine the mental state of a person who 
shows evidences of insanity by squandering 
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eminent writers, who in 1853 strenuous 
urged, through the columns of La Presse a] 
other journals, the adoption of crematic 
The overcrowding of cemeteries was th 
beginning to give pernicious results, and 
attention of scientific men had been dra^ 
to the necessity of overcoming the eq 
resulting therefrom. But in spite of th 
efforts the worms won the day, i 
general abhorrence was expressed at tJ 
idea of cremation. In 1857 the spealr 
had agitated the question in Pad] 
but the public were opposed to 
and not until 1866 were any further effj 
made in favor of the theory, which, howei 
met with no better success than the previj 
ones. The city of Milan had reason t( 
proud; it was the first in the world wl 
had erected in its principal cemetery a 
matorial altar, on which any one 
desired could after death defy the woi 
the worm, and leave to the care of his oi 
relatives remains of mortality which w^ 
offer nothing repugnant to their senses, 
held that the day was not far distant wl 
cremation would he universally adopted 
not from choice, at least from necessity. | 
not, the dead would drive the living intc 
desert, and great cities would become 
abodes of plague and pestilence. 

Dr. Pini, of Milan, followed in a fewl 
marks in favor of the cremation theory, I 
referred to the completeness of the invenl 
in which the remains of the founder _J 
then being consumed. Of the terrific 
which raged therein, the solid Verona s| 
of which the sarcophagus was built gavl 
outward indication. He referred to a 
of cremation on the banks of the Arno, 
Florence, one night in 1870, when the l| 
of an Indian Prince was burned. A pyj 
wood was erected, and the corpse, covl 
with perfumes of all kinds, laid thereon! 
consumed before a large concourse of pej 
The disagreeable features of such a 
mony were nqt to b$ found in the presei 
ventionr 

A few remarks on the system, as 
then practically demonstrated, were n| 
by Professors Polli and Clerieetti, tht 
veutors. 
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Lis estate, and he may "be sent to a lunatic 
asylum on the strength of their opinion, 
•while these same competent authorities can¬ 
not be invoked to settle the far graver ques¬ 
tion whether the defense of insanity raised 
to save a murderer i# a reality or a siiSSlt It 
js vastly more important to Society that the 
man who has wilfully butchered a fellow¬ 
being should not * be permitted to go 
unpunished through the credulity or 
stupidity of a common jury, than that 
another man w!ao begins to betray symp¬ 
toms of dementedness should be clapped 
into a mad-house to preserve his estate from 
wreck. True, these experts may be called as 
witnesses, and may prefent their views of a 
given state of facts when asked. But to 
answer questions prepared for a special pur¬ 
pose by the defense is a very different thing 
from investigating the subject for them¬ 
selves and reaching their own conclusions 
as a commission fully empowered to decide 
the question of insanity. Sensible men 
everywhere are disgusted with,these absurd 
verdicts of acquittal on the ground of in¬ 
sanity, which are won by the eloquence of 
counsel _ and the weakness of juries; and 
various impracticable plans have been pro¬ 
posed to deprive such verdicts of some part 
of their demoralizing effect. It has 
even been suggested that persons so 
acquitted on murder trials should be 
kept in lunatic asylums or other re¬ 
treats for the rest of their lives, whether 
■actually insane or not; To put in an asylum 
or any other place of detention a man who is 
perfectly sane, but who had escaped con¬ 
viction of murder on the plea of insanity, 
would be plainly unjust. It would do the 
man no good, nor save society from any dan¬ 
ger. If he is actually sane, society has 
nothing more to fear from him than from any 
other of the tens of thousands of hot-tem¬ 
pered persons running about loose and likely 
to kill somebody at any moment and get off 
by the “insanity dodge.” The present laws 
of the State covering these matters seem to 
be aboutadgbt, When a person is acquitted, 
“for insanity,” of the crime of murder, arson, 
or highway* robbery, he must be committed 
by the presiding judge of the 
court to some State lunatic asylum. 
There he must remain until restored to 
sanity, that fact to be determined by the 
State Commissioner of Lunacy, but he can¬ 
not be discharged save by order of a Justice 
of the Supreme Court. This system does not 
punish the murderer, if sane, for the fault 
of the jury in letting him go, but it does take 
good care while any traces of insanity re¬ 
main in him that he shall not be released to 
put men in peril. It is useless to frame 
laws to rectify the blunders of the jury-box. 
The only relief from these farcical acquittals 
and their deplorable consequences is to be 
•ought in the increased firmness and con¬ 
scientiousness of jurors. If juries were honest 
and had nerve, there would be no release of 
murderers “for insanity,” except upon evi¬ 
dence that would find universal belief. Men 
(before such juries) who showed no signs of < 
dementedness, but only the common passions 
<of hate, envy or revenge at the time of com¬ 
mitting murders, and who acted rationally 
enough, during the trial, would not escape 
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